1720-36] LE PETIT TO D’AVAUGOUR 211

same tone. This spectacle, which was novel, drew
great crowds to the Church, and inspired a deep
devotion. In the course of the day, and after sup-
per, they often chant, either alone or together,
different prayers of the Church, such as the Dies ire,
etc., Vexilla Regis, etc., Stabat Mater, etc. 'To listen
to them, you would easily perceive that they took
more delight and pleasure in chanting these holy
Canticles, than the generality of the Savages, and
even more than the French receive from chanting
their frivolous and often dissolute songs.

You would be astonished, as I myself have been,
on arriving at this Mission, to find that a great
number of our French are not, by any means, so well
instructed in Religion as are these Neophytes; they
are scarcely unacquainted with any of the histories
of the old and new Testament; the manner in which
they hear the holy Mass and receive the Sacraments,
is most excellent; their Catechism, which has fallen
into my hands, with the literal translation made by
Father Boullanger,® is a perfect model for those who
have need of such works in their new Missions.
They do not leave these good Savages to be ignorant
of any of our Mysteries, or of our duties, but attach
them to the foundation and the essentials of Religion,
which they have displayed before them in a manner
equally instructive and sound.

The first thought which is suggested to those who
become acquainted with these Savages is, that it
must have been at great cost of labor to the Mission-
aries, and that it will be still more so, to form them
into any kind of Christianity. But their assiduity
and patience is abundantly recompensed by the
blessings which it has pleased God to pour out upon



